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Kasler Squadron Flys a Teacher
Capt Aaron Pietras

The Col. James H. Kasler Senior Squadron
assisted with Fly A Teacher at the
Anderson Municipal Airport on 5
September 2009. First Lieutenant Carl
Dole was one of two pilots that alternated
flying a C182T that provided flights for 11
teachers from the Anderson Preparatory Left to Right: Lt Dole, Lisa Hamm and Brenda
Academy. Lt. Dole flew three of the six Maxfield

sorties providing six of the teachers with
their first CAP flight. The teachers were
eager to fly and thoroughly enjoyed their
first experience in a small single engine

aircraft. They were very impressed with
the capabilities of the CAP aircraft and
pilots. Thanks go to Col. Larry Lopshire,
Director of Aerospace Education at the
Anderson Preparatory School, for
coordinating the event. Thanks are also
due Capt. Robert Haynes, Indianapolis Left to Right: Adam Fraley Wendy Free, and Lt Dole
Senior Squadron, for flying the C182T to
Anderson and serving as one of the pilots.

An Unusual Alliance
Capt Leslie Lynch

Civil Air Patrol is known for quick
response. July 6 was no exception,
although this particular request for
assistance was highly unusual. Falcon
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Composite Squadron, Jeffersonville,
Indiana, was alerted to a request from
United Parcel Service Pilot Terri Donner.
Did Falcon have female cadets? Could
they speak to a group of Girl Scouts who
had traveled from all across the United
States (plus one from Germany) to attend
an aviation camp? And due to unforeseen
scheduling complications from Donner’s
original plans, could they do it that
evening?

Squadron Commander Major Barry
Wright and Deputy Commander
Lieutenant Colonel Darrel Williamson did
not hesitate. Yes, their unit includes
female cadets, and they jumped at the
opportunity to facilitate this interface of
Civil Air Patrol with the Girl Scouts.

Cadet Airmen Brooke Trice, 16, and
Alysha Flaget, 13, met with Captain Leslie
Lynch, one of Falcon'’s female senior
members, the next evening at Clark
County Airport in Jeffersonville, Indiana.
Cadet Master Sergeant Sierra Parsons, 15,
RiverCity Cadet Squadron, Evansville,
Indiana, arrived to assist with the
presentation, as well. She and her father
drove two hours in order to participate in
this activity, a demonstration of the level
of commitment CAP cadets routinely
exhibit.

Time permitted only brief introductions
prior to the arrival of the Girl Scouts, and
only a general plan was cobbled together.
Each of the cadets would speak briefly
about their interest in Civil Air Patrol and
aviation, and Captain Lynch would show
the C-172 currently assigned to Falcon.

Fifteen Girl Scouts and their escorts
listened as Cadets Trice, Flaget, and
Parsons explained the history and
purpose of Civil Air Patrol, then asked
questions that triggered a lively dialogue.
The cadets spoke about their favorite
activities in CAP, including opportunities
to fly through the Cadet Orientation Ride
program, both powered airplane and
glider, and field trips on C-130 flights at
nearby Kentucky Air National Guard.
Captain Lynch explained the role of
mission pilots and described the types of
flying done in CAP.

The endeavor received an unexpected
bonus when Colonel Mark Reeves,
Indiana Wing Commander, and Captain
Mike Wagers, Kentucky Wing’s Internal
Aerospace Education Officer, landed
Indiana Wing's Gippsland GA8 at Clark
County Airport about half an hour into the
presentation. The National Emergency
Services Academy, underway at Camp
Atterbury, Indiana, graciously released
the plane and pilots for the event. As a
result, the visiting Girl Scouts had the
opportunity to see both ends of the
spectrum of aircraft currently assigned to
Indiana. They made full use of the chance
to explore the cockpit and Archer
equipment in the Gippsland, and
continued individual conversations with
the cadets and senior members.

This stop was one of a full week’s
scheduled events for the Girl Scout’s
Destination Camp, its total focus on
aviation and women in aviation. The
camp was the brainchild of Terri Donner,
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an Airbus 300 captain for United Parcel
Service, based in nearby Louisville,
Kentucky. Captain Donner planned
aviation activities for the high school
sophomore through senior girls that ran
the gamut from recreational flight and
ballooning (a Donner family pastime) to
tours of both United Parcel Service and
the Standiford Field Control Tower. Civil
Air Patrol and Kentucky Air National
Guard tours represented the military arm
of aviation.

At the conclusion of the visit, Captain
Donner asked the cadets their ages - and
was stunned to learn how young they
were. She, along with members of the
Blue Grass Chapter of Ninety-Nines who
hosted and escorted the Girl Scouts, had
assumed the cadets to be seventeen or
eighteen years old. The poise, confidence,
and maturity exhibited by the cadets led
not only the adults, but also the Girl
Scouts, to believe they were the same
ages as the visiting Scouts. This is a
testament to the training afforded Civil
Air Patrol cadets.

From the local level to the wing level, and
with support from the adjoining wing and
a national training exercise, Indiana Civil
Air Patrol produced a noteworthy and
rapid response to an unusual request,
resulting in the creation of a unique
alliance. At least one Girl Scout expressed
intent to join her local Civil Air Patrol
squadron when she returned home, and
two of the CAP cadets may join the
Ninety-Nines, an organization of women
pilots, in the future. This alliance appears

destined to continue, with a ripple effect
of benefits for the young women who
took part in this venture.

Area Youth Wins National Award
TFO Jessica Caplan

C/Col Kate Whitacre named the 2009
Civil Air Patrol National Cadet of the Year

Newburgh, Indiana -Cadet Colonel Kate
Whitacre has been selected as the 2009
National Cadet of the Year, which places
her as the number one cadet out of the
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more than 22,000 cadets nationwide. The
selection was based on demonstrated
leadership, commitment, academic
performance, and volunteer service.

C/Col Kate Whitacre is a 2007 Castle High
School Honors graduate. Kate is
attending Indiana Tech University where
she is majoring in Biomedical Engineering
with a minor in mathematics. She was the
recipient of an engineering scholarship
and a band scholarship from Indiana
Tech. Kate was also a recipient of two
flight scholarships from the Civil Air
Patrol. Kate has her pilot’s license and is
qualified as a Civil Air Patrol pilot. In
2008, Kate was honored to be selected
from over 1200 candidates to represent
the United States and the Civil Air Patrol
in the International Air Cadet Exchange
(IACE) Program. Kate spent almost three
weeks attending functions and touring
England as part of the IACE program.

In 2008, Kate was formally recognized by
Congressman Ellsworth for her service in
the Civil Air Patrol. Congressman
Ellsworth present Kate with her Spaatz
award (highest rank a cadet can achieve)
and recognized her achievements on the
floor of the 110t Congress.

Major General Amy Courter, CAP National
Commander, presented the award to
C/Col Whitacre on September 5 at the
Civil Air Patrol’s National Conference in
San Antonio, Texas. Also in attendance
was NASA shuttle pilot Eric Boe.

L7

Civil Air Patrol Pilots to Fly

‘Surrogate Predators’
Julie DeBardelaben

Modified Cessnas will be used to help
train deploying Army, Marine forces
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MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE, Ala. - With
the conversion of a Civil Air Patrol plane
into a “Surrogate Predator,” the U.S. Air
Force is relying on its auxiliary in a most
imaginative way.

“We're using a manned aircraft to
simulate an unmanned aircraft,” said CAP-
U.S. Air Force Commander Col. Bill Ward,
explaining that a sophisticated “Predator
ball” placed under the left wing of a
Cessna 182 belonging to CAP will give the
plane the capability of mimicking the Air
Force’s MQ-1 Predator and MQ-9 Reaper,
unmanned aircraft that provide real-time
data to U.S. warfighters.

The Air Force will use the Surrogate
Predator to fill a critical training gap in
support of Army and Marine forces as
they prepare for deployment. “Due to the
Air Force maximum surge effort to
provide more MQ-1 Predator and MQ-9
Reaper support to ground units in
CENTCOM, there are no Predator or
Reaper forces available to support pre-
deployment exercises such as Green Flag,
which focuses on air-to-ground
operations,” said Maj. Matt Martin, chief
of the Predator/Reaper Ops Branch of Air
Combat Command at Langley Air Force
Base, Va. “The Surrogate Predator is the
solution.”

Air Combat Command (ACC), with the
support of Joint Forces Command,
secured $2.5 million for the Surrogate
Predator Program, once it was
determined that CAP could provide the

needed training with its dedicated
patriotic citizen volunteers at a fraction of
the cost of the private contractor
currently providing the training.

“We've seen nothing but enthusiasm and
a willingness to help from the Civil Air
Patrol, which is why we chose them to do
this mission,” said Martin.

With the Predator ball in place, the CAP
plane-turned-Surrogate Predator has the
capability of locking onto a target and
tracking it, said Ward, adding that the
ultimate goal is to broadcast streaming
video. “This will give our soldiers and
Marines a real-time view of what is going
on,” he said.

Beginning this month, ACC will provide
mission training to selected CAP crews at
Fort Polk, La. “ACC experts will train the
CAP crews on how to do the mission using
the same tactics, techniques and
procedures that Predator crews use on
combat missions,” said Martin.

“Basically, we will imitate being a
Predator,” said Capt. David Lewis, the
Louisiana CAP project officer and one of
six CAP pilots initially chosen for the
program, who described the joint
exercises like Green Flag as “the next big
thing for CAP in homeland security and
the defense of our country.”

Lewis and the other CAP pilots have prior
military experience, which is a
requirement for the program. The pilots
and their aircrews - a cadre of 18 CAP
volunteers in all - will be needed, in the
program’s initial stages. Many more CAP
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volunteers will be involved as the
program expands in the coming months.
The ACC mission training will qualify
them to provide air interdiction, close air
support and
intelligence/surveillance/reconnaissance
support to ground forces. After a formal
certification, these crews will be able to
fly realistic Surrogate Predator missions.
ACC will closely monitor the program and
will use Air Force operators with real-
world Predator or Reaper experience to
assist.

“This initial cadre will then train the
dozens of crews that will be needed to
sustain our regular Green Flag support,”
said Martin. A second airplane is already
being modified to expand the Surrogate
Predator Program. Once complete, CAP
will be able to provide coverage for both
Green Flag East exercises from Fort Polk,
La., and Green Flag West exercises from
the National Training Center at Fort
Irwin, Calif., close to where the second
Surrogate Predator will be stationed in
Las Vegas, Nev.

Green Flag exercises typically involve 11
days of flying, eight hours per day, at least
10 times per year, and “hunter-killer
scenarios,” in which the Surrogate
Predator starts by surveying targets and
providing full-motion video to the brigade
combat team. “Once a target is identified
by the ground commander as hostile,”
Martin said, “the Surrogate Predator will
dynamically re-task into the strike role
and coordinate with a forward air control

to simulate the delivery of precision
ordnance onto a target.”

Lewis foresees the potential of the
Surrogate Predator for other CAP
missions, like search and rescue and
emergency services following hurricanes.
“In the event of a natural disaster, the
aircraft will certainly be made available to
NORTHCOM for civil response purposes,”
said Martin. “However, due to the expense
of the aircraft and the need to keep them
available to support joint exercises, we
don’t anticipate using them to train for
standard CAP missions.”

“Everyone involved is excited,” said Col.
John Varljen, vice commander of CAP’s
Southwest Region, which includes
Louisiana Wing. CAP takes possession of
the first Surrogate Predator this weekend.
“This is an important mission, a real-
world mission,” said Varljen. “It is our
contribution to the war effort.”

Homeland security missions are nothing
new to CAP, which has played a role in
protecting America since its beginning
days patrolling the Atlantic Coast for
enemy aircraft and chasing German
submarines during World War II. With its
fleet of 550 aircraft, as well as numerous
ground assets, and a force 58,000-strong,
CAP is considered a force multiplier at a
very attractive cost.

“The Civil Air Patrol is grateful for this
new opportunity to aid in the defense of
America,” said CAP National Commander
Maj. Gen. Amy Courter. “Our members are
true patriots, who volunteer to serve and
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professionally execute their duties with
excellence every day. They truly go above
and beyond the call of duty in service to
this great nation.”

Ward predicts the Surrogate Predator
Program will be “a real success story” for
Civil Air Patrol. “I think it’s going to
highlight CAP more than it already is to
the Department of Defense,” he said.
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Major Dave Harness
Chaplin, Indiana Wing

As I write to you Col Kevin Ford is orbiting the earth as pilot of the latest
shuttle flight. I have watched this flight with intensity.

The reason is, Kevin Ford is planning to speak to the IN Wing at
Anderson Prep in a couple months. Col Ford (USAF Retired) has
promised to come and speak to our Cadets about a very important
subject:"Setting Goals and the Steps needed to Accomplish Them".

Col Ford is the brother of the late Senator David Ford (CAP Lt. Col). I met
him during the viewing of Senator Ford. When he told me he worked for NASA right away
my thoughts went to a person sitting behind a computer. [ was surprised when he advised
me that he was to be the shuttle pilot.

[ am looking forward to his presentation to the Cadets and whomever of our Seniors that
want to come. He will be tied up with NASA work for a couple months after his return but
told me he will set a time with me asap.

A couple years ago we were privileged to have presentation by Sgt Sammy Davis
(Congressional Medal of Honor winner). He was very interesting. We are endeavoring to

get the very best of people of character to speak to our personnel.

[ hope to see you all there. I will announce the date and time as soon as [ am able to nail it
down. Until next time be safe in God.

Chaplain Harness
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WING COMMANDER’S CORNER

Colonel Mark Reeves
Commander, Indiana Wing

By now, most of you will have received a notice from the Region
Commander stating that [ am stepping down. It is true...January 2010 will
be three years in command and I feel that three years is about the right
length of time for me. My understanding and appreciation of all of the
different missions of Civil Air Patrol has grown. I have had an opportunity
to meet a huge number of great volunteers, and I have sweated it out in the
trenches of inspections, financial audits and evaluations with many of you.
The Wing has grown in size, our finances are in good order and we are
improving our scheduling and availability of training. This year we spent
nearly $30K in training funds and orientation flight money...it was a great

year!

So, all in all, it’s been very good. Ihave appreciated working with each of you and I will
appreciate continuing to work with you as we go forward. Time freed up from being Wing
Commander will not be time wasted; I am already looking forward to more time in the
cockpit and more time helping out at NESA. In the short run, things will not change as the
Region commander begins the process of selecting a new commander. [look forward to
seeing many of you at our Commander’s Call this month and also at the upcoming Guided
Training Exercise and will work to ensure a smooth transition over these next few months.
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FrRoM THE PAO

TFO Jessica Caplan
Indiana Wing PAO

Sorry I'm a little late with the newsletter this month! [ have no good
excuses. | am starting to think of doing more with the newsletter. So,
please tell your squadrons I'm thinking of putting in CAP RELATED jokes,
comics, or puzzles. Rules: Everything must be completely CAP RELATED,
if you want to use inside jokes that are known to ALL OF CAP that’s
acceptable, but they need to be in good taste. If | feel it’s not appropriate
than it won'’t be submitted, but please get creative! I'm trying to get more
ad cadets involved in the newsletter, as well as senior members of course.
So, please share this information, and I can’t wait to see what comes in next month!!!

Congratulations to C/2nd Lt Andrew Kauffman, C/2nd Lt Matthew Payton, and C/2nd Lt
Justin McEntire on earning your Mitchells!!!
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