
 

   
Colonel Mark Reeves, CAP Wing Commander ©2007 Indiana Wing Civil Air Patrol  

N
o

v
e

m
b

e
r

 2
0

0
7

 

 

 

 

GRISSOM ARB  IN – Veteran’s day is 11-November.  
The formal observance is 12-November.  Many of 
our fellow members of Civil Air Patrol either 
currently serve or have previously 
served our country in the armed 
service.  As we celebrate Veteran’s 
Day, let us celebrate a CAP member 
from each of those two categories. 
 

TONY CECERE  - Veteran 
Originally from New York, Tony 
graduated with a BS in Chemistry 
from Clarkson College of Technology 
in Potsdam, NY. He worked one year 
for Eastman Kodak developing 
photographic compounds before 
entering the U.S. Navy flight 
program. 

 
Tony earned his wings on 
January 22, 1957, just three days 
after his marriage to Carolyn 
Callery in New York City. He was 
then stationed to Patrol 
Squadron 10 (VP 10) in 
Brunswick, ME. During his two 

years with the unit, there were two main 
deployments. First was ice patrols based out of 
Argentia, Newfoundland.  Second was a 
deployment with the 6th fleet in the 
Mediterranean.  
  
During his deployment with the 6th fleet, Syria 
threatened to invade Lebanon. Tony’s unit was 

sent to operate from the Beirut airport. Their 
mission was to patrol the eastern Mediterranean 
for any Soviet submarines that may be tracking our 

carriers. They lived under their planes 
until the Navy could position a supply 
ship nearby. 
 
Tony returned to school in 1959 to 
begin earning a MS in Fuel 
Technology from Penn State. After 
finishing in 1962, it was back to the 
Navy where was stationed at 
Goodyear Aerospace in Akron, OH. 
His group was responsible for 
overseeing Goodyear’s performance 
on Navy contracts. 
 
Returning to civilian life in 1966, Tony 

started a career with Allison (now Rolls Royce) in 
Indianapolis. At the same time, he was active in the 
Naval Reserve as a P-2 pilot. He retired from the 
Navy in 1979 and from Allison in 1998. 
 
Tony has always been an active volunteer working 
with the Indianapolis Museum of Military History, 
the Greater Indianapolis Literacy League, and 
others. He joined Civil Air Patrol in 1999. 
 
He is a CFI and a Designated Airworthiness 
Representative.  After joining CAP he became a F5 
pilot and F5 check pilot.  He earned his mission 
pilot wings in 2001 and is very active in the CAP 
Counterdrug Program 

HAPPY VETERANS DAY 
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ARNAL COOK  - Active Service 
Anyone who has been involved with Indiana Wing 
for more than a couple of years knows the name 
Arnal Cook.  Within Indiana Wing, he is Lt Col Arnal 
Cook who is an expert with our communications 
equipment.  In the United States Navy, he goes by 
Commander Arnal Cook. 
 
He serves as a Battle Watch Captain (BWC) at the 

Pentagon. BWCs are the 
world-wide, 24-7, eyes and 
ears for the Chief of Naval 
Operations (CNO) and other 
senior Naval Leaders.  If 
something 'bad' happens in 
the Navy anyplace in the 
world, it is the BWC's phone 

number that is published in the Instruction for 
reporting it.   
 
In April of this year, CAP lost one of its own when a 
Blue Angel F/A-18 crashed during and air show in 
South Carolina.  Lieutenant Commander Kevin 
“Kojac” Davis of Pittsfield, Massachusetts was a 
former CAP cadet. 
 
Arnal Cook took the call as BWC that the Blue Angel 
had crashed.  Civil Air Patrol helped put that Blue 
Angel pilot in the cockpit, and CAP training and 
experience of the BWC on duty helped in the 
information flow and reporting to senior Navy 
Leadership.  CAP was well represented that day. 
 
Commanders must be retired the "no later than the 
first day of the first month following completion of 
28 years of service from Commissioning."  For 
Arnal, that means 1 NOV 08.  If he does a 30-day 
extension next year to help in the "crossover" 
month of new personnel in OCT 08, to give training 
and experience before he leaves to the new 
arrivals, then that will fill OCT 08, taking him right 
up to 1 NOV 08.  So, with the same footsteps a year 
from now, he will 1) walk out of the Pentagon for 

the last time, 2) on his way home, 3) off of Active 
Duty, 4) out of the Reserves, too!; and 5) into 
Military Retirement!  All with the SAME footsteps!!   

This is the headstone marker for Michael Speicher, 

the F-18 pilot shot down the first day of the first 

Gulf War, never recovered, declared dead without 

proper proof.  He was later the only US Service 

person ever reversed from KIA to WIA, and 

mentioned by President Bush to be searched for in 

the second Gulf War.   Michael was a "Aviation 

Officer Candidate School" (Boot camp for wannabe 

Navy Pilots, complete with Marine Corps Drill 

Instructors) classmate of Arnal.  This marker is in 

Arlington National Cemetery.  To date, no proof of 

Michael's death or capture has been found.  For 

more information, read the book No One Left 

Behind by Amy Yarsinski. 
 

Please remember Michael and the many others 

who have served and given their all to keep the 

terrorists from attacking over here again. 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lieutenant_Commander
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pittsfield%2C_Massachusetts
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CADETS COMPLETE NCO LEADERSHIP 

WORKSHOP 

Lt Col Richard Griffith, CAP 
Vice Commander, Indiana Wing 

BLOOMINGTON IN -- Saturday, Nov 3, Indiana Wing 
sponsored a Cadet NCO Leadership Workshop in 
Bloomington that involved 10 cadet NCOs from five 
units at the First United Methodist Church of 
Bloomington. 
  
Cadet participants experienced 8 hours of activities 
and classes about leadership ethics, leading and 
teaching drill, conducting uniform inspections and 
planning and leading training at the squadron 

level.  Specific activities 
involved working in 
small groups to develop 
command voice and 
command presence, 
discuss ethical solutions 
for a leadership 
situation and practice 
uniform inspections. 

  
Cadets that participated were:  
  
Cadet Benjamin Baker -- IN220 
Cadet Kenneth Brooks -- IN002 
Cadet Isaac Evans -- IN220 
Cadet Nash Jones -- IN213 
Cadet Travis Knowlton -- IN220 
Cadet Caleb Reed -- IN086 
Cadet Janna Rose -- IN086 
Cadet Drew Sheehy -- IN801 
Cadet Cody Smith -- IN220 
Cadet Jacob Whitacre -- IN220 
  
A special thanks to the seniors that showed up to 
help: Major Jim Engel and Lt Dean Roller of Monroe 
County, Lt Alex Whitacre of Rivercity Cadet and Maj 
Sharon Groome from Grissom.  Thank you also to 
Chaplain Harness who volunteered to come and 
teach on ethics offering a situation from his own 

personal experience.  Finally, First United 
Methodist of Bloomington, working through Lt 
Roller, graciously hosted us in their facility at no 
cost (and provided coffee!). 
  
Our next activity is tentatively scheduled for 12 
January, when the Wing will offer a second NCO 
workshop at either Wing Headquarters or in West 
Lafayette.  More information will follow in the 
coming weeks. 

NATIONAL CADET SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 

Civil Air Patrol has adopted a procedure for 
determining which cadets will have priority for 
attending a NCSA.  Indiana Wing is in the process of 
revamping its selection process as well.  Watch the 
Yahoo!Group e-mail for important updates near 
the first of December. 
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I returned, along with 
several other members of 
the Wing Staff, from the 
National Staff College at 

Maxwell AFB, Alabama last 
month.  This program, 
which had about 100 

senior officers, including 
six wing commanders, from 42 different wings, 

lasted six days and was made up of about 48 
classroom hours.  The focus of this program was to 
help senior officer leaders transition from thinking 
about the issues in the local community or unit and 
begin thinking strategically about the activities of 

the wing, the region and Civil Air Patrol as an 
organization.  For those of you who have seen my 
August Commander's Call slides, you know that I 

spend a lot of time thinking about our organization 
and what it is that we do.  In August, I outlined the 

following priorities to the commanders: 

1. Refine what it is that we do -- enhance our 
current CD and SAR activities and continue to 
work with the State to find new missions. 

2. Continue our growth -- as of 30 Oct 07, we are 
over 1060 unpaid professionals in Indiana Wing, 
continuing to grow and retaining these new 
folks is important. 

3. Accountability is critical -- SUIs, vehicle and 
aircraft assignments and logistics. 

4. Financial Programs -- recent implementation of 
Wing Banker Solution puts us on the right 
track…need to stay focused on mission 
reimbursement procedures. 

5. Build a Culture of Safety -- we had too many 
mishaps this last year! 

 So, what does this mean to our members in 
the units? How do we translate these ideas into 
something practical that you can accomplish at the 
unit.  One way would be to help create a system so 

unit's can measure their success.  So, here is a draft 
that I would ask you to think about for your units. 

 Command Priorities 
o Zero mishaps and percentage of safety 

reporting 
o LG and FM Reports turned in on time 
o Percentage of growth and retention 

 Mission impact 
o Operations -- maintaining mission-ready 

aircrews or ground team; maintaining 
40% of members with a mission base 
rating 

o Cadet Programs -- for cadet units, this 
will look like existing Squadron of Merit 
measures; for senior squadrons, 
participation in Orientation Flight 
activities is a critical measure of 
effectiveness 

o Aerospace Education -- orientation 
flights for cadets, Yeager Awards for 
senior units 

 Professional Development 
o Measures around encouraging seniors 

to progress through the Professional 
Development Program 

 While this is in the early discussion stages 
and we need to work out the "bugs", like how 
composite squadrons are measured, I would ask 
you to think about how your unit might work to 
achieve these goals and we, at the Wing level, will 
work to get this finalized and out for comment. 

  

  

WING COMMANDERȭS CORNER 
Colonel Mark Reeves 

Commander, Indiana Wing 
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CHAPLAINȭS CORNER 

Chaplain (Captain) Dave Harness, CAP 

Chaplain, Indiana Wing 

It seems impossible that 
the year has moved by so 
fast.  We are already in 
the Holiday Season.  The 
first we get to celebrate is 
Thanksgiving.  How fitting 
and proper that a day 
would be set aside to 
watch football and eat 
ourselves into oblivion.   
  

Seriously, we should 
never set aside the rich 

tradition of this holiday and forget it is a time that 
we should consider our blessings from God.  In the 
Indiana Wing we have had some safety issues but 
we can be thankful nobody was hurt to a great 
extent. 
  
Also we should be thankful we, as a group of 
people who volunteer our time to make this a 
better country, our communities safer and our 
youth protected from negative influences are 
privileged to do so.  
  
I am personally thankful for our families, friends 
and colleques in the CAP.  I have found my "CAP 
Family" to be some of the finest people I know.   
  
I shutter when I hear this holiday referred to as 
"Turkey Day".  First of all the turkey doesn't seem 
to have a lot for which to be thankful!  Most of all 
let us not forget this is a day to thank God for the 
many blessings He has given us.  
  
Negative folks look only for the bad in life but as 
one positive individual to others, thank God for the 
USA!  Have a safe and happy thanksgiving day.  
Now, go forth and eat yourself into oblivion. 

 

NEWS FROM THE INWG MEDICAL STAFF 

1Lt Myer Blatt, CAP 
Nurse Officer, Indiana Wing 
  

I will be at the Wing SAREX 17-18 NOV providing 

medical support and first aid instruction for those 

who require skills check-off. First aid instruction 

sessions will probably be held in the evenings. 

 IN-049 will be having a cold-weather training day 

24 NOV, and an FTX on 15 DEC; 1000-1600 both 

days at Bendix Woods in St. Joseph City. First aid 

training for skills check-off will be available for all 

Northern Group personnel who wish to attend for 

that purpose only 15 DEC. Northern Group may 

also attend 24 NOV. Please register in advance 

ASAP at jdstahlfamily@verizon.net , and advise 

which session(s) you'll be attending. Bring your 

own lunch and your own drinking water, in 

sufficient quantity (2L minimum suggested). 

Appropriate layered clothing must be worn for 

these exercises, including hats, gloves, 

footwear. BDU's are uniform of the day, but 

clothing may be non-uniform or mixed if that's all 

you have. Anyone not dressed properly (including 

footwear) for the day's weather will be turned 

away from the exercises. 

 

    

Chaplain (Capt) Dave Harness 
File photo 

mailto:jdstahlfamily@verizon.net
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Unit Name Change 

Griffith Composite Squadron (IN211) re-titled 

Colonel Jerry L. Ross Composite Squadron 

Unit Activation 

Titan Cadet Squadron (IN802) activated and 

assigned to Indiana Schools Group  

Changes of Command 

Capt Frank Merrill assumed command of the 

newly chartered Titan Cadet Squadron (IN802). 

Wing Staff Appointment 

Lt Colonel John Bryan – CISM Officer 

Captain Duane Johnson – CISM Training Officer 

Cadet Milestone Awards 

Mitchell:  Cadet Matthew Engel -- IN002 

Wright Bros:   Cadet Timothy Breivogel -- IN220 

 Cadet Travis Knowlton -- IN220 

 Cadet Dana Ruark -- IN123 

Officer Training Awards 

Level V:   Lt Col Richard Griffith -- IN800 

 

Level I:  SM Max Anthony -- IN201 

  SM Debra Burton -- IN229 

  SM David Derry -- IN228 

  SM John Hand -- IN217 

  SM Joseph Hayworth -- IN229 

  SM Donald Manlove -- IN229   

SM Barbara McGinness 

  SM William Johson -- IN036  

Officer Promotions 

Major:    Russel Geeskie -- IN223 

 

First Lieutenant: Clarence Bonvillain -- IN223 

   Douglas Gluntz -- IN123 

   Shelly Pietras -- IN069 

 

Second Lieutenant: Dane Lantz -- IN069 

   Anthony Kuhns -- IN227 

Questions concerning Wing personnel and administrative actions should be directed to Ms Wendy Arsenault, the Wing Administrator, at 
glrin001@earthlink.net or Lt Col Richard Griffith at rgriffith@inwg.cap.gov   

 

WING STAFF OPENINGS 

Applications are now being accepted for the following openings on wing staff.  If you have an 

interest, please send a resume and cover letter to Major Tim Turner, Chief-of-Staff at 

tturner@inwg.cap.gov  

Public Affairs Officer 

 

PERSONNEL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

mailto:glrin001@earthlink.net
mailto:rgriffith@inwg.cap.gov
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CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS (WATCH FOR MORE EVENTS TO BE ADDED) 

    

November    

2007 10-11 Unit Commander Course (UCC) 
 POC:  Lt Col Chuck Gorman 
 inwgdpd@yahoo.com 

INWG/HQ Grissom 

 17-18 SAR/EX Shelbyville (GEZ) 
Shelbyville Airport 

 24 Wing Staff Meeting 
 this date is subject to change 

INWG/HQ Grissom 

 
 

   

December    

2007 8 Mission Communication School 
 POC:  1Lt Chris Paul 
 cpaul62@sbcglobal.net 

INWG/HQ Grissom 

 14-15 Squadron Leadership School 
 POC:  TBA 

Greenwood (HFY) 
 

 15 Mission Communication Exercise 
 POC: 1Lt Chris Paul 
 cpaul62@sbcglobal.net 

TBA 

 29 Wing Staff Meeting 
 this date is subject to change 

INWG/HQ Grissom 

 
 

   

January    

2008 12 (tentative)  
 

Cadet NCO Workshop 
 POC: Lt Col Richard Griffith 
 rgriffith@inwg.cap.gov 

INWG/HQ Grissom  
 

 19-20 Squadron Leadership School (SLS) 
 POC:  TBA 

Location TBA 
Southern Group 

 26-27 Mission Base Staff Training 
 POC: TBA 

INWG/HQ Grissom 

 26 Wing Staff Meeting INWG/HQ Grissom 
 
 

   

February    

2008 16-17 SAR/EX 
 

Location TBA 

 16-17 Corporate Learning Course (CLC) Location TBA 
Southern Group 

 23 Wing Staff Meeting INWG/HQ Grissom 

 
 

   

March    

2008 15 CD Training   (rain date 22nd) 
 POC:  Lt Col Reggie Paul 

Terre Haute 

 23-30 Great Lakes Region SAR/EX 
 POC:  TBA 

Location TBA 

 29 Indiana Wing Conference 
 POC: Lt Col Richard Griffith 
 rgriffith@inwg.cap.gov 

Clarion Conf. Center 
Indianapolis 

    

javascript:void(0)
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April    

2008 19-20 Aircrew Training 
 POC: TBA 

Grissom ARB 

 26 Wing Staff Meeting INWG/HQ Grissom 
    

May    

2008 3 CD Training  (rain date 10th) 
 POC:  Lt Col Reggie Paul 

Terre Haute 

 17-18 General ES, CPR, First-Aid, Communications 
 POC:  1Lt Chris Curdes 
 w9med@msn.com 

INWG/HQ Grissom 

 18 Armed Forces Day @ IMS Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway 

 31 Wing Staff Meeting INWG/HQ Grissom 
    

June    

2008 21-29 Ground Team School Warsaw 

 28 Wing Staff Meeting INWG/HQ Grissom 
    

July    

2008 TBA Illinois Summer Encampment ILWG 

 11-13 Ground Team Exercise Indiana Dunes State Park 
 13-19 Region Staff College 

 POC: Lt Col Dick Neuwirth 
 rcvneuw@bright.net 

Grissom ARB 

 26 Wing Staff Meeting INWG/HQ Grissom 
    

August    

2008 1-3 Multi -Agency SAR/EX 
 POC:  1Lt Chris Curdes 
 w9med@msn.com 

Porter County Airport 

 16 CD Training (rain date 23rd) 
 POC:  Lt Col Reggie Paul 

Terre Haute 

 20-24 Golden Age Games 
 POC:  Lt Col Richard Griffith 
 rgriffith@inwg.cap.gov 

TBA 

 30 Wing Staff Meeting INWG/HQ Grissom 
    

September    

2008 6-7 DR/EX 
 POC:  TBA 

Indianapolis 

 20 CD Training (rain date 27th) 
 POC:  Lt Col Reggie Paul 

Terre Haute 

 20-21 SMC Course Evansville 
   POC:  Major Brian Schmuck  
    

 

Got News?  If you have news, information, or photos for publication in the next wing newsletter, please 

ÓÅÎÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÇȭÓ #ÈÉÅÆ-of-Staff, Major Tim Turner at tturner@inwg.cap.gov  

 

Indiana Wing Civil Air Patrol - 151 Constellation, Box 46 - Grissom ARB, IN 46970 

mailto:tturner@inwg.cap.gov

