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Steve Fosset’s Plane Found 
Julie DeBardelaben  
Deputy Director of Public Affairs  

 

MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE, Ala. ï News that 

wreckage found in the rugged eastern Sierra 

Nevada mountains of California is that of Steve 

Fossettôs plane was met with relief today by Civil 

Air Patrol members who combed 22,000 square 

miles in a month long search for the missing 

adventurer.  

ñIôm glad they found the crash site,ò 

said Lt. Col. Ronald Butts, a pilot who 

served as a liaison officer between 

CAP and other agencies involved in 

the massive 2007 search, which 

began on Labor Day when Fossett left 

a Nevada ranch owned by hotel 

magnate Barron Hilton and never 

returned.  

ñPerhaps this will bring some closure 

for his wife Peggy,ò said Butts, who 

added that Fossett had ña tremendous 

amount of friends worldwideò who 

were concerned when he disappeared. 

ñThey get closure from this, too,ò he said. 

The discovery in the Mammoth Lakes area comes 

nearly one year to the day after CAP officially 

suspended its search for Fossett on Oct. 3, 2007. 

Hundreds of CAP members from eight states, 

including California and Nevada, participated in the 

search, the largest in modern history. Other 

agencies, including representatives from Hiltonôs 

Flying M ranch, searched the area as well. 

ñWe flew that area almost every day searching from 

different angles and flying during different times of 

the day,ò said Butts. ñThe area was well-covered, 

because we had a radar track that led there.ò 

Butts said the rugged, mountainous, tree-covered 

terrain gave CAP less than a 10 percent probability 

of detecting debris from the wreckage during aerial 

fly-overs. ñItôs the equivalent to finding a needle in a 

haystack,ò he said. The fact that a large portion of 

the small aircraft was fabric-covered and that the 

aircraft quite likely burned on impact 

leaving very little exposed fabric or 

metal, also made it harder to find.   

Between Sept. 4 and 16, CAP flew 32 

sorties and spent 65 hours in the area 

where the plane was found. ñWe were 

in that area almost every day,ò Butts 

said. 

CAP aircrews were often hampered by 

wind gusts associated with the Sierrasô 

8,500- and 11,000-feet elevations.  

ñEverything we could have done was 

done,ò he said. 

Butts said the wreckage was found about 45 miles 

from Bishop, Calif., where CAP set up one of its 

two mission bases for the Fossett search. The 

other was in Minden, Nev., near Hiltonôs ranch, 

which is 90 miles to the north of where the 

wreckage was found. The site was found after a 

hiker found identification documents belonging to 

Fossett earlier in the week. The wreckage was 

found about a quarter-mile from where the hiker 

found the IDs on Monday.  
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121.5 Phase Out Around the Corner  

Maj. Brian Schmuck  
Director of ES 

 
On 9-FEB-09 the SARSAT/COSPAS satellites will 
cease monitoring for the 121.5Mhz ELT frequency.  
What does this mean for CAP?  It is out duty to 
help educate pilots on the importance of upgrading 
their ELTs for a 406 Mhz model.  The FAA is not 
mandating this change, they are strongly 
suggesting it.  This means that it will not be illegal 
for pilots to fly without a 406Mhz ELT.  Many pilots, 
we are finding, are replacing the 121.5 ELT with a 
406 PLB.  PLBs are much cheaper than ELTs, so 
this is seen as a cost effective way to abide by the 
new FAA suggestion.  However, PLBs do not 
automatically activate upon crush or impact, they 
must be manually activated.  Many pilots either 
don't know this, or think they will have time to 
activate prior to a tragic and immediate end to their 
flight plan.  This is not practical, and without a 
usable signal we will be pushed back to the dark 
ages in our SAR efforts. 
  
We need to encourage pilots to file flight plans.  
With a flight plan RCC can begin an investigation 
30 minutes after the aircraft is overdue.  Without a 
flight plan, RCC has no way of knowing any 
information on where the aircraft took off from, or 
where it was going, or the times associated with 
wheels-up/down.  With a flight plan it could take up 
to 2 hours to go to mission.  Without a flight plan, it 
could take days depending on when the pilot is 
noticed as missing by loved ones or friends.   
  
Our missions will change.  Without the SARSAT 
monitoring of 121.5, if a pilot did not upgrade we 
will have nothing to go on.  If the pilot filed a flight 
plan we will have a better chance to finding the 
objective on 121.5.  Without a flight plan we will 
have to rely on family telling us where they usually 
flew to, if they didn't divulge their plans to family 
prior to departure.  406 beacons transmit a data 
burst every 40-55 seconds.  This makes it 
impractical for us to track on that frequency.  406 
beacons all have a 121.5 homer.  Very little power 
(well under 1/2 watt) sends out a signal 
on 121.5Mhz to aid in SAR.  The purpose of the 
406 data burst is to give RCC information on the 
incident: name and contact info of owner (if the 

beacon has been registered), location, etc.  The 
SARSAT hits are supposed to be closer to the 
target, and will "in theory" always have us within 
one mile, which is close enough to pick up 
the 121.5 homing signal.  CAP Aircrews shoud 
know what frequency the objective is transmitting 
on.  If the objective is a 406 beacon, they should 
monitor 121.5 when they get in the area to track 
down the source.  
  
If we take the time to help educate the public on 
this important transition, we will save lives.  Without 
a flight plan, and without a 406 beacon, we will go 
back to the stone ages before we had 
SARSAT/COSPAS.  By the time we are notified of 
an overdue aircraft, it could potentially nearly a 
week after the plane went down...and the ELT 
battery might be drained.  We will not have the 4-12 
hour SARs...we will have 4-12 day SARs.  We need 
to prepare for this change in the way we operate.  
We can do that with 1) public education and 2) 
training and awareness of our SAR forces. 

  
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

  



October 2008 [INDIANA WING NEWSLETTER] 

 

3 | P a g e  
 

CAP Cadets respond to a call for help 
from the American Red Cross  
FO Jessica Caplan 
Wing PAO 

 
Cadets from the RiverCity Cadet Squadron of the 
Civil Air Patrol help the Warrick County Chapter of 
the American Red Cross in response to wide 
spread power outages. 
 
Warrick County, Indiana ï On September 14, 
2008, the wake of hurricane Ike blew through 
Southwestern Indiana.  Warrick County 
experienced wide spread damage and power 
outage. With local utility companies predicting a 
week before power would be restored to all areas, 
the Warrick County Chapter of the American Red 
Cross responded by providing food and water to 
people who were having difficulty getting out of 
their house to find food and water.  
 
The Warrick County Chapter of the American Red 
Cross put out a call for help the morning of 
September 16, 2008 and the RiverCity Cadet 
Squadron responded within hours of the request.  
RiverCity provided thirteen personnel to help 
prepare meals, load vehicles, and serve food to 
portions of Chandler, Newburgh and Boonville, 
Indiana. 
 
Represented were cadets from Vanderburgh 
County, Warrick County, and Spencer County.  
Cadets C/2dLt Isaac Evans, C/CMSgt Timothy 
Breivogel, C/CMSgt Jacob Whitacre, C/SMSgt 
Christopher Weinzapfel, C/MSgt Jeremiah Fulton, 
C/TSgt Cody Smith, C/SSgt Sierra Parsons, C/SrA 
Zecheriah Schaad, C/A1C Noah Shinabarger, 
C/A1C Nathan Shinabarger, and C/Amn Kristina 
Thomas participated in the effort. 
 
For further information contact: 
 
Jessica Caplan FO, CAP 
Indiana Wing Public Affairs Officer 
U.S. Air Force Auxiliary 
rccspao@earthlink.net 

  

 
Shown above are Cadets Parsons and Weinzapfel as they 
help prepare 200 meals for delivery on September 17, 2008. 

 

 
C/2dLt Isaac Evans, and C/MSgt Jeremiah Fulton putting 
together over 200 sandwiches for delivery on September 16, 
2008 
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Lafayette Composite Squadron  
SM DeEtte Banks 
Lafayette Composite Squadron PAO 
 

The Lafayette Composite Squadron of Indianaôs 
Civil Air Patrol represented National Civil Air Patrol 
with its L23 Super Blanik Glider at the Experimental 
Aircraft Assoc. (EAA) in Oshkosh, Wisconsin July 
25 ï Aug 2.  Cadet Matthew Banks and flight 
instructor Lt. Col. David McEntire were towed in the 
glider by Major Jimmy Gleason and 2 Lt. Kevin 
McCombs flying CAP plane 1256, a Cessna 182.  
After an exciting 4.3 hour trip from Crawfordsville, 
Indiana to Oshkosh, Wisconsin, they landed safely 
if not quickly at the worldôs largest air show. 

In Oshkosh, many members of the Lafayette 
Squadron took 4 hour shifts to answer questions 
throughout the week.  Those members were: 
Lafayetteôs Commander, Lt. Col. David Reagon, Lt. 
Col. David McEntire, Cadet Matthew Banks, Cadet 
Andrew DeYoung, Cadet Sgt. Daniel McEntire and 
Cadet Sgt. Matthew Payton. These individuals did a 
great job of representing not only Lafayette 
Composite Squadron, but all of CAP nationally.  
This was the first year the Lafayette CAP unit had 
an aircraft, on display, at this show.  Appreciation is 
extended to all these members.   

 

Lt. Col. David McEntire with the N362BA 
Lt. McEntire is in charge of Gliders for the Indiana Wing 

 

 

Why You Should Always Check the DF 
Capt. Tom Elam and Lt. Jack Duncan 
Indiana Wing CAP 

 
 

I (Capt. Tom Elam) took off from Metro in CPF 
1258 (N738CP) at about 0945 local on 17-Sep-08 
to pick up Lt. Jack Duncan at Mt. Comfort for a 
counterdrug flight northeast of Muncie.  Jack was 
waiting for me at the FBO 
and hopped in the airplane.  As we were about to 
start taxiing out I started 
up the radios.   
 
On the new G1000 C182 the receiver automatically 
tunes 121.5 for about 5 seconds as part of the 
startup process.  We heard an ELT going off.  My 
first thought was "It was not my best landing 
coming in here, but it most certainly was not THAT 
bad!"   
 
We both looked at the ELT arming switch on the 
panel and it was off. It probably was not us causing 
the problem.  It was 10 minutes after the hour, so 
it was likely not someone testing an ELT in the "first 
5 minutes after the hour" window.  Jack looked at 
the Becker DF and it was pointing to the 
maintenance hanger about 100 yards away.  So I 
taxied the airplane by the hanger door and sure 
enough, the trusty little Becker kept pointing at the 
door. 
 
So, it very likely was not us, it was more likely an 
airplane in maintenance.  However, ELT signals 
can bounce around steel buildings in all kinds of 
strange ways, so you can't take anything for 
granted.  We shut down and I retrieved my portable 
VHF transceiver from my flight bag and tuned 
121.5. Without the antenna it was just barely 
picking up the signal out on the ramp.  That ruled 
out our airplane or anything nearby on the ramp.  
As we walked into the hanger the signal got louder.  
By the time we were in the hanger full squelch 
would not even stop the signal.  Bingo, we were in 
the presence of an active ELT.   
 
There 6 airplanes and 3 mechanics in the hanger.  
We hardly had to tell them there was a problem.  
The mechanics started scrambling, looking over all 
the ELTs.  It took a few minutes, but the signal was 
coming from a Commander. Its ELT would not 
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reset. The mechanic had to remove the battery to 
silence it. 
 
We got lucky on several counts.  The ELT had not 
been going off for long enough to be picked up and 
get a mission going.  The Garmin radios are 
designed to pick up an ELT on start-up, probably 
just to let you know if the 
ELT in your aircraft is going off.  Finally, we had a 
portable transceiver on board to help us pick out 
the offending ELT. 
 
Lesson learned: 
 
Always check 121.5 at the airport before you 
launch!  You never know when you might get lucky. 
 
 

Civil Air Patrol Cadets Learn 
Emergency Medicine  
Reprinted with permission from the Post -Tribune  

Sam Price of Knox is just 14 years old, buthe's 
already helped "deliver" his first baby. Sixteen-year-
old Tristan DeFord of Porter got the chance to help 
"deliver" one too.  In fact, each guided a normal 
delivery, a breech birth and a nuchal cord delivery, 
where the umbilical cord is wrapped around the 
infant's neck.   

The two were part of an inaugural first-responder 
training course sponsored by the Valparaiso Civil 
Air Patrol Squadron. The baby deliveries -- using 
first-aid dummies --were among scenarios dealt 
with in the class.  

Also participating were Donald Puent III of Porter 
and John Seramur and James Sherrick III of 
Valparaiso .  

"First responders are one step below EMTs 
(emergency medical technicians,)" said DeFord, an 
11th-grader at Chesterton High School . He is 
currently enrolled in an EMT vocational program 
and drives to Hobart High School every morning for 
the classes.   

"This (course) really helped prepare me for the 
vocational program this year," he said. "Emergency 
service interests me."   

DeFord plans to take the state EMT exam when he 
turns 18.   

DeFord's father, Chris Curdes, is the CAP 
squadron commander, who taught the two-week, 
first-responder course in June.   

Curdes is a firefighter, paramedic and rescue diver 
with the Hobart Fire Department.   

"When the Indiana Emergency Medical Services 
Commission recently lowered the age to become a 
first responder from 18 to 14, our (CAP) cadets 
brought the idea to us," Curdes said.   

According to the Indiana EMS, this course is the 
first one in the state designed to target people 
under 18.   

"The state requires 45 hours of training," Curdes 
said, "but we did 72 hours."   

The students also learned about basic human 
anatomy and physiology, packaging and moving 
patients, airway management and oxygen 
administration, patient assessment, and treatment 
of medical and trauma emergencies, as well as 
safety and legal issues, terrorism and hazardous 
materials.   

The state exam included two parts, according to 
Curdes.   

"They completed a written exam with 130 
questions, then had a practical exam that included 
six skill stations," he said.   

The students were questioned on medical 
emergencies and trauma, simple airway 
management, defibrillators, splinting and 
bandaging, and cardiac arrest management.  

"Our goal in teaching was to make the situations as 
real-life as possible," said Curdes. "We want our 
first responders, in a real-life situation, to be able to 
draw on their classroom experience; and not say, 
'This was nothing like the paragraph I read in the 
book. What do I do now?' "  
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"This is the same course every new Indiana police 
officer takes at the academy," said Lt. Col. John 
Bryan, the assistant emergency services officer 
with CAP.  

"We used real people, as much as possible, to 
simulate actual scenarios," he added.  

Price, a home-schooled high school student who 
wants to attend medical school, said he is 
interested in emergency medicine.   

"This has allowed me to get a small taste of what 
that may be like. I was pretty nervous going into the 
test," Price said.  

"Then everything started to flow and it was like I 
had been doing it forever. That's due to the good 
training and the time spent in the classroom."  

Price said he felt a sense of duty that compelled 
him to take the course.   

"I feel an obligation to help people," he said. "It's 
what I feel is the right thing to do." 

Station Check In 
Ltc. Bob Young 
Director of Communications  
 

Ltc Bob Young RF43 Director of Communications 
Group XII with fourth  generation CAP, MARS, and 
Amateur radio operator checking equipment prior to 
a comm exercise. The center supports both voice 
and digital modes. The Comm Center has been 
very active in local and national Econn events. 
RF43 is net control for the Group XII VHF net 
Monday-Thursday at 2230Z all stations are invited  
to check in.   

 

Flying High Over Southern Indiana  
1st Lt. Jennifer Derr  
Jasper Squadron Commander 
 

Jasper, Indiana ï The Jasper Cadet Squadron, 

Civil Air Patrol, joined other (CAP) cadets from 

across Indiana for the thrill of military flight last 

week. The cadets received orientation flights in a 

C-130 Hercules cargo plane last week through the 

Kentucky Air National Guard based in Louisville, 

Ky. 

Cadets entered the aircraft through an immense lift 

gate at the rear of the plane, checking out the new 

sights, sounds and smells of a four-engine propeller 

cargo aircraft. The cadets flew at low altitude, and 

observed how the human body reacts to 

atmospheric and altitude changes.  Cadets also 

had a birds-eye view of the Southern Indiana and 

Northern Kentucky landscape from the cockpit. 

They had a few moments to view the 

instrumentation, switches and communications 

equipment. On the ground the cadets were  

permitted to observe some ground operations 

including an air traffic control simulator and flight 

line fire control, showcasing equipment and live 

demonstration of capabilities in case of a flight line 

fire. The cadets and Squadron Commanders had 

an awesome time and want to ñdo it againò real 

soon. 

These O-flights occur in partnership with CAP-

USAF and the Air National Guard to provide 

educational and unique flying opportunities for CAP 

members. 

Civil Air Patrol, the official U.S. Air Force Auxiliary, 

is a civilian, volunteer, nonprofit, service 

organization. The unpaid members perform more 

than 95 percent of the inland search and rescue 

missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue and 

Coordination Center. Additional duties include 

aerial reconnaissance for homeland security, 

disaster-relief and damage assessment, transport 

of time-sensitive medical materials, and counter 

drug missions. Volunteers also take a leading role 

in aerospace education and conduct one of 
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Americaôs finest youth programs through CAP 

Cadet Programs.   

The Jasper Cadet Squadron was chartered by the 

United States Air Force Auxiliary Civil Air Patrol, in 

September 2006 and meets at the National Guard 

Armory, 1400 Bartley Street every Monday evening 

at 6:30 p.m. To learn more about Civil Air Patrol 

and the over 60,000 volunteer members nation-

wide visit www.cap.gov or call 1-800-FLY-2338. For 

more local information, contact: C/Capt Joshua 

Derr, at 482-3636. 

 
 

 
JASPER CADET SQUADRON 
 

Civil Air Patrol Announces Three New 
National Officers  
Julie DeBardelaben  
Deputy Director of Public Affairs  
 

MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE, Ala. ï Three new 
national officers, appointed by Maj. Gen. Amy S. 

Courter, were confirmed by vote of the National 
Board on Sept. 28. 
 
The following were selected: 
 

 Chief of staff: Col. Russell E. Chazell of 
Salina, Utah;  

 Controller: Col. William S. Charles II of 
South Lyon, Mich.; and  

 Chief of Chaplain Service: Lt. Col. Whitson 
B. Woodard of Rocklin, Calif. 

 
Chazell, as national chief of staff, will direct and 
oversee the organizationôs national staff and 
advisors. He has been a CAP member since joining 
as a cadet in 1978. He has served in various 
command and staff positions during his CAP 
career, most recently as the Rocky Mountain 
Region commander, leading more than 3,100 CAP 
officers and cadets in 100 units located throughout 
Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Utah and Wyoming in 
their performance of CAPôs primary missions of 
emergency services, cadet programs and 
aerospace education. He is also a qualified CAP 
pilot and mission observer. He received his Juris 
Doctor degree at Thomas M. Cooley Law School in 
Lansing, Mich., and is a masterôs degree candidate 
in nuclear engineering at the University of Utah, 
Salt Lake City. 
 
Charles, as national controller, will assist the 
commander in managing the organizationôs 
financial and property assets. He has served in 
CAP for more than 30 years, taking on a variety of 
leadership roles, including Great Lakes Region 
commander from 1999 to 2003 and national 
inspector general from 2003 to 2006. Most recently, 
he served as the national equal opportunity officer 
responsible for compliance issues concerning CAP, 
Air Force and Department of Defense regulations 
and polices related to nondiscrimination. Before 
joining CAP, he served with distinction during the 
Vietnam War as a member of the U.S. Air Force, 
earning the Air Force Commendation Medal. After 
19 years of service as a police officer, Charles 
retired from the Novi, Mich., police department in 
1993. 
 
Woodard, as chief of CAPôs Chaplain Service, will 
guide and support the efforts of CAPôs 900 chaplain 
service personnel nationwide. He joined CAP as a 

http://www.cap.gov/
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Florida Wing cadet in 1954 before active duty 
service in the U.S. Air Force. He was appointed to 
CAPôs Chaplain Service in 1967, and he served in 
a variety of capacities before his most recent 
assignment as Pacific Region chaplain. He has 
more than 12 yearsô experience as a law 
enforcement chaplain, senior chaplain, training 
officer and administrator.  He earned the 
prestigious Master Chaplain diploma from the 
International Conference of Police Chaplains. As 
the California Wing liaison officer for assistance to 
active duty chaplains at Travis AFB for several 
years, he earned praise from the Air Force for his 
participation in Operation Enduring Freedom. 
Woodard served as chaplain to an Army Reserve 
unit when its assigned chaplain was deployed to 
Germany and provided chaplain services for the 
Army Signal Corps High Tech Training Facility in 
Sacramento, Calif.  
 
 

Red Cross Requests Help of CAP 
Lt. Col. Karen Basham 
Squadron Commander  
 

Red Cross requested the support of INWG CAP to 
do ground disaster assessment after the 
devastating after effects of Hurricane Ike in Lake 
County Indiana September 15, 2008. 
  
Red Cross is unable to assist disaster victims until 
the disaster assessment has been completed.  
  
Because 95% of the Lake Couny Red Cross 
volunteers are serving disaster operations in Texas, 
Georgia and Alabama, the call for CAP to help was 
an urgent one. 
  
Valpo Squadron answered the call. They worked 
very had to accomplish all of their assigned tasks 
and did a great job and did a great job on their 
paperwork.  While entering one of the 
neighborhoods, the smell of propane was very 
strong, They pulled back and called 911 and 
reported the possibly dangerous situation. Great 
job! 
  
On Saturday Valpo returned and was joined by 
Ross Squadron.  Without their support, no disaster 
assessment tasks would have been completed.  
They were the only disaster assessment teams 
available.  While entering one of the 

neighborhoods, they smelled gas, They pulled back 
and called 911 and reported the possibly 
dangerous situation. Well done CAP!  Then, while 
returning back to headquarters, they were in the 
right place at the right time. There was an accident 
with injuries.  Two people complained of neck/back 
pain, so Valpo's first responders went into action 
and stablized the victims until help arrived.  
  
Words could not express how impressed Red 
Cross was with the work CAP did and how 
professionally they conducted themselves. 
  
INWG, Valpo and Ross should be very proud!!! 
  
 

Disaster Relie f in Seymour 
C/Ssgt Lukas Thorneycroft  
Freeman Field Composite Squadron PAO 
 

September 14th, a storm from Hurricane Ike 
created chaos in Indiana along with surrounding 
states. Seymour, not to heavily affected, was still a 
mess. Many trees were down, along with power 
lines, and the Jackson  County EMA responded 
accordingly. The Freeman Field Civil Air Patrol 
anxiously awaited to hear of an activation. As hours 
drew on, the staff of the squadron thought to offer 
their assistance, and was soon asked to do a small 
task. Though small, the squadron took the 
assignment seriously. Within 30 minutes of the 
request, the squadron had 5 cadets and one senior 
member on the scene. The task: Policing the local 
parks. The members involved: Cadets Tony 
Mullikin, Lukas Thorneycroft, Blake Robbins, 
Garrett Challies, and Jacob Lovell and 1st Lt. 
Gregory Thorneycroft 
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Chaplain’s Corner 
Chaplain (Major) Dave Harness  

 
 
Please remember our good friend 
and fellow CAP Chaplain, 
Chaplain Bill Patrick.  He is 
having some health issues at this 
time and I am sure he would 
appreciate our prayers.  Chaplain 
Patrick is working on the 
Regional level now but always 
will remain in our hearts as a 

former Wing Chaplain in Indiana.  
  
Also remember the family of Senator Marvin 
Riegsecker who passed away recently.  Thank you 
to Capt. Kathy Bruns who called me to make me 
aware of this passing and Col. Reeves' respectful 
response.   I am sure Senator Riegsecker's family 
could use the support of the Wing member's 
prayers. 
  
Let us all remember that prayer does change 
things. It was wisely said "pray without ceasing". 
  
If we have anyone in the Wing who knows of a 
Mission Qualified Wing Chaplain in a nearby Wing 
who can be in Greenwood for the upcoming GTE 
OSC on the 18Th of this month please contact me 
as I am trying to get Mission Chaplain qualified so I 
would be available to get others qualified. We have 
no M/C qualified Chaplains at this time in the 
Indiana Wing. 
  
This is an area in which we are seriously lacking.  
Let us all strive to improve our Chaplain Services. 
May God allow his face to shine upon you.  

 
 
 
 

PAO / MIO Reminder  
Tim Turner , Major, CAP 

Assistant Public Affairs Officer, Indiana Wing  

It is that time of year again 
for us to update the tagline 
that should appear at the 
end of each of the press 
releases we send out.  The 
tag line is a summary of who 
we are and what we do.  So, 
please be certain to add the 
following to the bottom of 
each press release you send out whether it is for a 
squadron function or a wing-wide mission.  We are 
all one Civil Air Patrol. 
 
Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air 
Force, is a nonprofit organization with more than 
56,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 
percent of continental U.S. inland search and 
rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue 
Coordination Center and was credited by the 
AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its 
volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster 
relief and counter-drug missions at the request of 
federal, state and loca l agencies. The members 
play a leading role in aerospace education and 
serve as mentors to the nearly 22,000 young 
people currently participating in CAP cadet 
programs. CAP has been performing missions for 
America for more than 66 years. 
  
Of course, this tagline will change again in 
December, on our anniversary date. After Dec. 1, 
the last line of the tagline should read: "... more 
than 67 years." 
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There is a lot of news 

coverage right now for 

the upcoming 

Presidential elections.  

While we all of our own 

opinions on which 

candidate is best to lead 

our country, watching the process has given 

me some thoughts that I wanted to share with 

you. 

1)      Senior leaders have to be motivated.  
Flying coast to coast, endless speeches, 
handshakes and baby kissingéwhat inspires 
or motivates someone at that level to continue 
the work?  What motivates you to volunteer 
with Civil Air Patrol?  It may well be rank, 
authority or achievement.  All of those are fine, 
but I hope for more from our unpaid 
professionals.  I hope that there is a spirit of 
service that motivates us to serve our country 
through its Air Force Auxiliary. 

2)      Knowing the problem isnôt enoughéyou 
have to solve something.  Candidates that are 
successful in leading the country arenôt about 
complaining or finding fault.  In fact, I think that 
candidates that point the finger at each others 
faults are frequently less successful.  
Candidates that can envision change or can 
find a ñway forwardò attract voters.  What is 
your vision for Civil Air Patrol?  Are you a 
ñcomplainerò that finds the black lining to every 
silver cloud?  Change is hard, being an unpaid 
volunteer is hard, but emphasizing the negative 
doesnôt solve the problem, it just drives others 
away.   

3)     Successful Candidates are Engaged.  
Presidents donôt lead the country from the 
couchéthey lead from the Cabinet room, from 
visiting troops, from working with Congress, 
from developing policies and initiatives.  How 
well are you engaged in making a difference?  I 
find many of our unpaid professional that live 
on the blogs, waiting to ñpounceò on someone 
elseôs error or listing all of the things they 
ñhateò about the squadron down the road.  
Similarly, I visit units where the members like 
to tell me all the things wrong with their group 
or Wing; when I ask how many are engaged in 
a staff position, the room goes quiet. 

So, as we work through the last few weeks of 
this election and as you ponder your vote, think 
about how you will vote in Civil Air Patrol.  
What motivates you?  Are you someone that 
looks for solutions?  Are you engaged in 
Indiana Wing?  As you think about this, think 
about taking on a leadership role at the 
squadron, the group headquarters or at Wing.  
We are growing rapidly, our state and our 
country needs us and your focused, positive 
involvement will make the difference. 

Positions Open 

Indiana Wing Director of Aerospace Education 
Indiana Wing Aircraft Maintenance Officer 
Indiana Wing Director of Professional 
Development 
Indiana Wing Administration and Personnel 
Officer 
  

Please contact the Wing Chief of Staff,  Maj. 

Matt Creed at mcreed@inwg.cap.gov, if you 

have an interest in serving your fellow 

volunteers in one of these roles. 
  

WING COMMANDER’S CORNER 
Colonel Mark Reeves 

Commander, Indiana Wing 

 

mailto:mcreed@inwg.cap.gov
http://www.pbase.com/moonandstar/incc
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From the PAO 
FO Caplan 
Indiana Wing PAO 
 

I just want to take a chance to thank everyone who submitted articles for this monthôs newsletter! Thanks to the 
help of all of you, you have made the transition to Wing PAO a very smooth one for me! Please keep up the 
excellent work, not just in sending in press releases, but for all the hard work you do for the state of Indiana. 
I look forward to being able to work with all of the squadrons for months to come! 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS (CHECK OUT THE FULL CALENDAR AT INWG.CAP.GOV) 

 

 

Got News?  If you have news, information, or photos for publication in the next wing newsletter, please 

send them to the wing’s Public Affairs Officer , FO Jessica Caplan at jcaplan@inwg.cap.gov  
 

Indiana Wing Civil Air Patrol - 151 Constellation, Box 46 - Grissom ARB, IN 46970 


